Labour Amendment to the Liberal Democrat — Non-Strategic theme motion —
Council, 14 September 2022

Cost of Living Emergency — Impact on Schools
Council notes:

The deleterious effect of the Cost of Living emergency on the borough as a whole
and welcomes the administration’s response in establishing a £2million Cost of
Living Emergency Fund, maintaining one of the country’s most generous Council
Tax Support schemes, continuing the provision of Free School meals to those
eligible during school holidays, setting up a series of Cost of Living events across the
borough and building on its status as a London Living Wage employer to ensure
Merton becomes a London Living Wage accredited authority;

The failings of the Conservative-Liberal Democrat coalition Government that,
according to research undertaken by Carbon Brief, has made energy bills in the UK
nearly £2.5 billion higher than they would have been if climate policies had not been

scrapped;

Since 2011 London Borough of Merton has invested nearly £2 million installing
nearly 1.5MWP of solar panels at 29 of the borough’s schools; and since 2013 the
Council has worked with our schools to promote energy saving, including through loft
insulation in 19 schools and upgrading to LED lighting at 4 high schools and a
number of primary schools.

Merten's-sSchools_across the UK are facing ; ireluding-increased energy, staffing
and maintenance costs;

The lack of Government support in helping schools address these cost increases;

The likelihood that, without additional funding from central Government, schools will
have little choice but to deal with these additional costs by cutting back on teachers
& support staff, teaching hours and/or other cuts that will adversely affect the
education of children across the UKin-Merton.

Council Requests :

The Leader of the Council to write to the new Secretary of State for Education eur
MPs-asking-them-to press them Geveramentto immediately provide additional
emergency funding for schools;

Relevant Cabinet members and Officers work with local schools to improve all

schools energy efﬂmencv a#e#eensu#ngee&l—seheels—teﬁFesa%a—papeHe



https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-cutting-the-green-crap-has-added-2-5bn-to-uk-energy-bills/

Motion now reads

Council notes:

The deleterious effect of the Cost of Living emergency on the borough as a whole
and welcomes the administration’s response in establishing a £2million Cost of
Living Emergency Fund, maintaining one of the country’s most generous Council
Tax Support schemes, continuing the provision of Free School meals to those
eligible during school holidays, setting up a series of Cost of Living events across the
borough and building on its status as a London Living Wage employer to ensure
Merton becomes a London Living Wage accredited authority;

The failings of the Conservative-Liberal Democrat coalition Government that,
according to research undertaken by Carbon Brief, has made energy bills in the UK
nearly £2.5 billion higher than they would have been if climate policies had not been
scrapped;

Since 2011 London Borough of Merton has invested nearly £2 million installing
nearly 1.5MWP of solar panels at 29 of the borough’s schools; and since 2013 the
Council has worked with our schools to promote energy saving, including through loft
insulation in 19 schools and upgrading to LED lighting at 4 high schools and a
number of primary schools.

Schools across the UK are facing increased energy, staffing and maintenance costs;
The lack of Government support in helping schools address these cost increases;
The likelihood that, without additional funding from central Government, schools will
have little choice but to deal with these additional costs by cutting back on teachers
& support staff, teaching hours and/or other cuts that will adversely affect the
education of children across the UK.

Council Requests :

The Leader of the Council to write to the new Secretary of State for Education to
press them to immediately provide additional emergency funding for schools;

Relevant Cabinet members and Officers work with local schools to improve all
schools’ energy efficiency.
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