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COUNCIL
16 SEPTEMBER 2020
(8.35 pm - 9.43 pm)
PRESENT The Mayor, Councillor Sally Kenny

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor John Dehaney

Councillors Agatha Mary Akyigyina OBE, Stephen Alambritis, 
Mark Allison, Stan Anderson, Laxmi Attawar, Eloise Bailey, 
Thomas Barlow, Nigel Benbow, Hina Bokhari, Kelly Braund, 
Mike Brunt, Adam Bush, Omar Bush, Ben Butler, Tobin Byers, 
Billy Christie, David Chung, Caroline Cooper-Marbiah, Pauline 
Cowper, Stephen Crowe, Mary Curtin, David Dean, Nick Draper, 
Anthony Fairclough, Edward Foley, Brenda Fraser, Jenifer 
Gould, Edward Gretton, Joan Henry, Daniel Holden, James 
Holmes, Andrew Howard, Janice Howard, Natasha Irons, Linda 
Kirby, Paul Kohler, Rebecca Lanning, Najeeb Latif, Edith 
Macauley MBE, Russell Makin, Peter McCabe, Simon McGrath, 
Nick McLean, Oonagh Moulton, Aidan Mundy, Hayley Ormrod, 
Dennis Pearce, Owen Pritchard, Carl Quilliam, David Simpson 
CBE, Marsie Skeete, Peter Southgate, Geraldine Stanford, 
Eleanor Stringer, Dave Ward, Martin Whelton, Dickie Wilkinson 
and David Williams MBE JP

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda Item 1)

There were no apologies for absence.

2 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST (Agenda Item 2)

There were no declarations of interest.

3 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE MAYOR, LEADER AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
(Agenda Item 3)

The Leader of the Council led a vote of thanks for the Deputy Lieutenant, Ms Clare 
Whelan, on her retirement.  Councillors McLean, Macauley, Moulton and Southgate 
also spoke on the vote of thanks.  

The Mayor advised that a framed citation would be presented outside the meeting.  
Ms Clare Whelan then gave a short speech of thanks.

A copy of the speeches on the vote of thanks are attached as Appendix A to these 
minutes.

4 MOTION TO SUSPEND COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 2.3 TO VARY THE 
ORDER OF BUSINESS AS SET OUT BELOW (Agenda Item 4)
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The motion was formally moved by Councillor Alambritis and formally seconded by 
Councillor Allison.

There being no dissent to the motion it was

RESOLVED:

That the order of business be varied so that the agenda will only consist of the 
following: 

5) Public questions 
6) Member questions 
7) Social Media Guidance
8) Amendments to constitution: officer employment procedure rules/ appointment 

committee terms of reference and delegation of authority to implement Covid-
19 emergency action

9) Appointment of Director of Children, Schools and Families; and Assistant 
Director of Public Protection

10) Nomination of the next Strategic Theme

5 PUBLIC QUESTIONS TO CABINET MEMBERS (Agenda Item 5)

The responses to the written public questions were circulated prior to the meeting.  
The Mayor then invited those who had notified the Council in advance to ask a further 
question to the Cabinet Member.  A copy of the supplementary questions and 
responses will be included in the ‘public questions to Cabinet Members’ published 
document.

6 COUNCILLORS' QUESTIONS TO CABINET MEMBERS (Agenda Item 6)

The responses to the written member ordinary priority questions were circulated prior 
to the meeting.  The Mayor then invited each of the members in turn to ask (if they 
wished) a further question to the Cabinet Member.  A copy of the supplementary 
questions and responses will be included in the ‘member ordinary priority questions 
to Cabinet Members’ published document.

7 SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDANCE FOR COUNCILLORS (Agenda Item 7)

The report was moved by Councillor McCabe and formally seconded by Councillor 
Allison.

There being no dissent to the recommendations it was

RESOLVED that the Social Media Guidance for Councillors be adopted.

8 AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION (Agenda Item 8)

The report was formally moved by Councillor Alambritis and formally seconded by 
Councillor Allison.
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There being no dissent to the recommendations it was

RESOLVED

1. That the Scheme of Delegation to the Chief Executive set out in Part 3E of the 
Constitution will be amended to reflect the decision of the Cabinet on 7 
September 2020 to delegate authority to implement the local lockdown provisions 
set out in The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) (No. 3) 
Regulations 2020 SI 2020 No.750 to the Chief Executive;

2. That the amended Terms of Reference for the Appointments Committee and 
Officer Employment Procedure Rules, as set out in Appendices A and B 
respectively be approved;

3. That authority be delegated to the Monitoring Officer to amend the Council’s 
constitution to incorporate any direct or consequential changes resulting from the 
approval of recommendation B above; and

4. That it be noted that the Standards and General Purposes Committee agreed at 
its meeting on 23 July 2020 to commence a review of the Council’s constitution 
and to appoint a working group of members to carry out that review in conjunction 
with the Monitoring Officer, with a view to reporting back to Council in February 
2021.

9 APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN, SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES; 
AND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROTECTION (Agenda Item 9)

The report was formally moved by Councillor Allison and formally seconded by 
Councillor Alambritis.

There being no dissent to the recommendations it was

RESOLVED

1. That the recruitment salary package of £96,840 to £101,193 per annum for the post of 
Assistant Director, Public Protection as required by the Council’s pay policy statement 
be approved.

2. That the commencement of the recruitment process for a replacement Director of 
Children, Schools and Families within the current Merton Director salary package of 
£108,564 to £125,829 per annum, plus market supplement payable at such a rate as 
the Chief Executive, in consultation with chair of the Appointment Committee 
considers reasonable and necessary in order to attract excellent candidates, be 
approved.  

10 BUSINESS FOR THE NEXT ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
(Agenda Item 10)
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The Leader of the Council made a personal statement announcing his stepping down 
as Leader of the Council and Leader of the Labour Group after 10 years.  Council 
would elect its new Leader at the next meeting.

A copy of the Leader’s speech is attached at Appendix B to the minutes.

Councillors McCabe, Christie, Henry, Allison, McLean and Williams paid tribute to the 
Leader.  The Mayor advised that further tributes and speeches could be given at the 
next meeting on 18 November 2020.

The Leader of the Council advised that the Strategic Theme for the next ordinary 
meeting of the Council, being held on 18 November 2020, shall be Health and 
Wellbeing with a focus on healthy living.
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